
 
Focus & Distraction Investigation Worksheet 
 
Name: ___________________________ Date: ___________________________  
 
Using a timer or stopwatch, read the passages below and answer the questions.  
 
First complete passage #1 with distractions, then read passage #2 without distractions. 
 
Passage #1 
Octopuses are known for their intelligence and problem-solving abilities. They can open 
jars, escape enclosures, and even use tools. Unlike many animals, octopuses have a 
decentralized nervous system, meaning much of their processing happens in their arms 
rather than in a central brain. Each arm can act somewhat independently, allowing the 
octopus to explore and respond to its environment in complex ways. 
 
Audio version: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/13lpws3VLWHEWM50C8Qv4qakWLHj4Pog_  
 
Questions (answer these without referring to the passage): 
 
1. What makes octopuses unusual compared to many other animals? 
 
 
 
2. What is one problem-solving ability mentioned in the passage? 
 
 
 
3. Where does much of an octopus’s processing occur? 
 
 
 
4. What does it mean that their arms act independently?  
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/13lpws3VLWHEWM50C8Qv4qakWLHj4Pog_


 
 
 
Passage #2: 
Octopuses are incredible camouflage artists. They have thousands of special cells under 
their skin called chromatophores that allow them to change color very quickly. They can 
also change the texture of their skin to match their surroundings. They do this using 
structures called papillae, small cone-shaped projections on their skin that can expand or 
contract. By changing both color and texture, octopuses can blend into rocks, coral, and 
the ocean floor to help protect themselves from predators. 
 
Audio version: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/13lpws3VLWHEWM50C8Qv4qakWLHj4Pog_ 
 
 
Questions (answer these without referring to the passage): 
 

1.​ What is special about an octopus’s skin? 
 
 

 
 

2.​ What is one way octopuses are able to change their appearance? 
 
 
 
 

3.​ What are papillae? 
 
 
 
 

4.​ Why does an octopus need to camouflage itself? 
 
 
 
 

Condition Start time End time Score 0-4 (correct 
answers) 

Distractions    

No distractions    

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/13lpws3VLWHEWM50C8Qv4qakWLHj4Pog_

